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Autopsy report: Wallaby

Autopsy carried out on 22.8.2002 by Simon Beck and Richard Freeman
1. The act of decapitation was carried out with a sharp weapon such as a hatchet or cleaver. The edges to the cut are uneven, and the bones were smashed, suggesting that several blows, (3+) were used. 

2. The trachea is severed at one of the rings suggesting that after the spinal column was severed the head was pulled away from the body. 

3. The absence of blood on the pelt of the albino animal suggests that one of the people responsible for the killing held a bag over the animals head, into which the head and right fore arm (paw) fell after the decapitation. The jugular vein and aorta etc would have spurted blood into the bag rather than onto the pelt or the ground. (The testimony of Mr Spedding suggests that there was very little blood on the ground when the body was found).

4. Removal of the pelt showed bruising at the base of the spine indicative of a blow from a club like object. (Possibly a baseball bat). The pattern of bruising suggests that the object was rounded. This would seem to have been what knocked the animal to the floor before the blow to the neck was made. 

5. Examination of the organs showed that they were full of blood. The heart and lungs were both healthy though engorged with blood suggesting that the animal was struggling and agitated at the time of death. This shows the animal was alive when the wounds were inflicted and the carcass was not mutilated after death. 

6. The wounds to the neck and shoulder are indicative that the wounds were made at the time of death or VERY SHORTLY AFTERWARDS. The logical inference is that the decapitation was, indeed, the cause of death.

7. Examination of the stomach contents, gut, and intestines failed to reveal any signs of drugs either in the form of undigested pills or semi digested Cannabis sativa plants. It is a matter of record that wallabies do enjoy eating young shoots of C.sativa and we briefly considered whether the animal could have been `doped` by this method before death.

8. Examination of the interior of the lungs found no trace of chemicals, suggesting that the creature had not been subdued by chemical means. As the lungs of so-called “cattle mutilation syndrome” victims are sometimes claimed to have been polluted by ammonia/coal tar it is useful to note that nothing of the kind was found in this case.

9. The pouch was intact and the animal was neither pregnant or nursing when killed.

10.  An examination of the anus and vagina suggests that there was no sexual motive for the killings, although chemical reagent tests for semen were not carried out.

11.  We concluded that a gang of several people (three of more) were involved. They were well organized and not drunk or under the influence of drugs. There was no indication of occult practices in the killing. The killing seemed to be a deliberate act of malice by person or persons unknown.
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